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Dear Friends of 
St. Norbert Abbey

In 2019 we mark the 10th anniversary of 
Abbey Magazine. I recently took the opportunity 
to scan each of the previous 18 issues, and I 
was quickly impressed with the variety of topics 
covered. The first issue in spring 2009 marked 
the 50th anniversary of the abbey building. 
Subsequent issues introduced readers to our 
ministries in education, social justice, parishes, 
and spiritual development. We’ve shared our 
life as Norbertine canons with you and invited 
you to pray with and for us. As we mark this 
magazine’s anniversary, I recall the words    
from the very first issue: “… with the genesis 
of Abbey Magazine, we intend to reach out to 
the larger community—to you—inviting you 
to come to know us and to share in our almost 
900-year history.”
 
As Norbertines, our abbey is the locale where 
we are first accepted into the Norbertine 
community, and it is where we end our earthly 

journey. In between, our lives are given to one 
another in community and offered in service 
to various ministries. Our mission statement, 
updated last June, is an expression of our purpose 
and a focus for our decision-making.
 
We, Canons Regular of St. Norbert Abbey,
live the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the tradition 
of Saints Norbert and Augustine.
We live a common life “one in mind and heart 
on the way to God” through celebration of 
the Eucharist, liturgical prayer, and service 
to the People of God.
 
Our mission invites you to join us in prayer and 
service. You are invited to be with us for daily 
prayer, Mass, or Adoration. The Norbertine 
Center for Spirituality offers programs year-
round to help you grow spiritually. Free organ 
concerts bring the gift of music to our sacred 
space in the church. While the abbey is a source  
of common life for us as Norbertines, it can also 
be a place where your life is enriched. You are 
always welcome!
 
In 2021, the Norbertines will mark 900 years 
since St. Norbert founded our order, the Order 
of Canons Regular of Prémontré. It is a long and 
rich history, one that is “Ever ancient, ever new.” 
We are already making plans to welcome you to 
St. Norbert Abbey and celebrate together for an 
entire year. Find out more in upcoming issues of 
Abbey Magazine!

In Christ through Mary and Norbert,

Abbot Dane Radecki, O. Praem.
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It’s About God!
¡Se trata de Dios!

Spring/Summer Issue, 2009

Spring/Summer Issue, 2013

Fall/Winter Issue, 2013

Fall/Winter Issue, 2016

Fall/Winter Issue, 2017

Spring/Summer Issue, 2016

Fall/Winter Issue, 2014

Show Your
Joy of Believing 

Muestran Su
Alegría de Creer

How are You 
Being Called?

¿De qué maneras        
    estamos siendo llamados? 

How Do You 
Imagine God?

¿Cómo te 
  Imaginas a Dios?

Sport and 
Spirituality
Deporte y 
Espiritualidad

Spring/Summer Issue, 2011

Spring/Summer Issue, 2012

Choosing Life
Escoger Lo
Que Nos Da Vida

Wheat that 
Springs Up Green

Trigo que 
crece verde

The Worshipping Person
La Persona Que Da Culto

  Education 
as Invitation
     Educación
 como Invitación
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La definición clásica del catecismo acerca de la oración 
es “levantar la mente y el corazón a Dios.” Esta es una 
buena definición; está centrada en Dios, y es intencional 
y holístico. Personalmente defino oración como “todo lo 
que me lleva a Dios y todo lo que fluye de la experiencia de 
Dios.” Estas descripciones abarcan una amplia variedad de 
comportamientos; pueden ser actividades intencionales y 
espontáneas que sirven como “respuesta” al Santo.

Oración implica un nivel de apertura, de escucha, de soltarnos, 
de permitir que nuestra atención nos lleve más allá de nosotros 
mismos—o profundamente dentro de nosotros mismos 
pero distinto de “mi” mismo. En este sentido, la oración es 
contracultural. Basta con mirar a nuestro comportamiento; 
tomamos una ducha, tomamos un paseo o un examen. ¿Cómo 
serían diferentes esas experiencias  si podríamos, en cierto 
sentido, entregarnos a la ducha, la caminata o el examen? 
Abandonar el control es difícil; el deseo de control puede ser 
un obstáculo para entrar en oración profunda.

Cuando enseño la oración, mi punto de partida típico es 
tomar conciencia o darse cuenta, como en una meditación en 
la respiración. Puede ser una buena preparación para otras 
formas de oración o puede ser oración misma. Después de todo, 
la respiración es la vida de Dios y el espíritu de Dios dentro 
de nosotros. De la misma manera, la introspección puede ser 
oración; más a menudo, es como un trampolín a la oración 
que proporciona la materia prima que dará lugar a la alabanza, 
agradecimiento, arrepentimiento e intercesión. Se convierte en 
oración cuando nos dejamos llevar a la presencia de Dios.

Final Reflection by the late Fr. John Bostwick, O. Praem. 
Translated by Sr. Patricia Vanden Bergh, CSJ
Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet

On Prayer

Acerca de 

 la Oración

Fr. John Bostwick, O. Praem. wrote many thoughtful reflections during the first 10 years of Abbey Magazine. 
Here are a few memories, plus a new piece, written before his death last October.

El Padre John Bostwick, O. Praem. escribió muchas 
reflexiones pensativas durante los primeros 10 años 
de la revista Abbey Magazine. Aquí hay algunos 
recuerdos, además de una nueva reflexión, escrita 
antes de su muerte el octubre pasado.

Reflexión final por el difunto Padre John Bostwick, O. Praem. 
Traducido por la Hna. Patricia Vanden Bergh, CSJ
Hermana de San José de Carondelet

Fall/Winter Issue, 2018

The classic catechism definition of prayer is “the lifting up 
of the mind and heart to God.” This is a good definition; it 
is God-centered, intentional, and holistic. I also personally 
define prayer as “anything that leads me to God and all 
that flows from that experience of God.” These descriptions 
embrace a broad variety of behaviors, both intentional 
activity and spontaneous “response” to the Holy.

Prayer involves a level of openness, of letting go, of 
listening, of allowing our attention to be drawn beyond 
ourselves—or deeply within ourselves but distinct from 

“my” self. In this sense, prayer is countercultural. Just look 
at our language; we take a shower, take a walk, or take 
an exam. How would those experiences be different if we 
would, in a sense, give ourselves to the shower, the walk, 
or the exam? Giving up control is hard and it can be an 
obstacle to entering into deep prayer.

When I teach prayer, my typical starting point is awareness 
or noticing, as in a meditation on the breath. This is a good 
preparation for other forms of prayer or it may be prayer 
itself. After all, breath is God’s life and God’s spirit within 
us. In the same way, introspection can be prayerful; more 
often, it is a springboard to prayer that provides the raw 
material which will lead to praise, thanks, repentance, 
and intercession. It becomes prayer when we are led into  
God’s presence.

Choosing Life

to teach by word and example
enseñar con palabras y ejemplos
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In 2009 the Norbertines of St. Norbert Abbey published their first issue of Abbey Magazine. 

The mission of this semi-annual magazine has always been to illuminate life at the abbey and welcome readers 

into that life, mind, and spirit. This is a distinctive issue, one that celebrates 10 years of this special effort to draw 

people, in person and in spirit, closer to Christ through the Norbertine way of life.

We wondered how we were doing, so we asked 10 people about how they came to know our beautiful abbey. 

The results were fascinating conversations with people from all walks of life. When you see them, can you see yourself 

as part of St. Norbert Abbey? We hope so.

By Gina Sanders Larsen

     To be part of 
St. Norbert Abbey

10 Years
    10 Ways

All are welcome to St. Norbert Abbey for 
celebrations, renewal, silence, and prayer.



Greg Masarik is the associate 

principal of Notre Dame de la 

Baie Academy in Green Bay. 

He and his wife Sara have 

Michael (11), Greta (9), and 

Jack (8), all of whom are thrice-

weekly attendees at daily 

Mass at St. Norbert Abbey. 

The family has bonded with 

many Norbertines, including 

Fr. David Komatz, O. Praem., 

their Latin tutor; and Frater 

Johnathan Turba, O. Praem., 

a musician who inspires Jack to 

someday play the abbey organ – 

or be the abbey chef! Michael speaks 

of someday teaching science at 

St. Norbert College, and Greta chides 

Abbot Dane Radecki, O, Praem., 

to build her a convent. “Our children 

see the Norbertine way of life as noble 

and worthy.”   The Masariks
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Communal Prayer
A Noble 
Way of Life

10 Years
    10 Ways

All are welcome to St. Norbert Abbey for 
celebrations, renewal, silence, and prayer.

Raised in the small town of Naguabo in Puerto 

Rico, Maria Christina Perez Ramos came north 

to Minnesota as a graduate student of 

liturgical studies. A chance visit 

to St. Norbert Abbey for 

Easter Vigil Mass in 1967 

led to her decades-long 

connection to the 

Norbertines and an 18-year 

career in Hispanic ministry 

with the Diocese of Green 

Bay. She is a Benedictine 

Oblate, a singer, and a poet, 

and is particularly drawn to 

the Norbertine Center for 

Spirituality and daily Lauds and 

Vespers with the men of St. Norbert 

Abbey. “Norbertines sing the psalms; 

these are the songs of my youth. I am 

drawn to their communal prayer.”

Maria Christina Perez Ramos
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The Eucharist, prayer, and a series of ministries 

bring Marie Adee to St. Norbert Abbey almost 

every day. She is a Eucharistic Minister, 

proclaimer of God's Word, acolyte, 

ministry scheduler, and 

caretaker of the 

Hildegard of Bingen 

Reading Room. Yet when 

she and her husband Don 

needed support during his illness 

and death, it was the men of 

St. Norbert Abbey who stepped 

forward in service. They visited Don 

at home and offered conversation, prayer, 

support, and anointing. Then last April, the 

career Navy man’s funeral was attended by 

Norbertines who concelebrated his final 

Eucharist and honored him with music and 

song, despite a record-setting spring blizzard. 

“The Norbertines live the message of the 

gospel in the ways they serve.”

Marie Adee

Gospel Service Christ-like 
 Welcome
 “It always pained me to leave the abbey 

after a weekend retreat. I wanted to 

live there – and I still do,” said Becky 

Bain of her first memory of the 

Norbertine Center for Spirituality 

in 2004. The quiet halls, monastic 

guest rooms, nourishing meals, 

and the unmistakable presence 

of Christ beckoned her. Now a 

college counselor at Notre Dame 

de la Baie Academy and a recent 

convert to Catholicism, she often 

participates in Mass at the abbey. 

“I began my time at the abbey 

looking into the mysterious Catholic 

world with wonder and intrigue,” 

Becky said. “I have always been 

welcomed with Christ-like love and 

affection, and it was that love that 

kept drawing me back.”

Becky Bain
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Tom visits St. Norbert Abbey on Mondays 

and Thursdays for Mass and Vespers. 

“When I moved to my apartment, 

I heard about the abbey from someone  

I know,” he said, and he negotiated 

the city bus routes to discover 

what it was all about. Tom counts 

among his good friends 

Fr. Michael Brennan, O. Praem., 

Fr. Bradley Vanden Branden, 

O. Praem., and Fr. Timothy 

Shillcox, O. Praem. Together they 

talk about his religious education 

program at Nativity of Our Lord 

Parish, plus any potlucks that 

are on the calendar. “I like the 

singing at the abbey, but I don’t 

like to sing too loud. I move 

my lips and sing quietly so I 

can listen.”

Tom Campbell and his mother 

Rosemary Corrigan

“Why are there no longer any male 

Norbertine abbeys in Spain?” It would take 

14 years of summers-only graduate 

school and a doctoral dissertation 

for Rosemary Sands, DML, to 

answer that question. Now 

the director of the Center for 

Norbertine Studies at St. Norbert 

College, she was first a part-time 

instructor of Spanish and Italian, 

then the college’s director of study 

abroad. She also teaches a course 

on Norbertine history and tradition 

and will accompany students on a 

pilgrimage to Spain in May. Dr. Sands 

is drawn to Mass at  St. Norbert Abbey 

every Sunday–and into conversations with 

Norbertines who share her passion for the 

order’s history, art, and archives. “I love to 

teach what it means to be Norbertine.”

Dr. Rosemary Sands

Christ-like 
 Welcome

Norbertine
Traditions

Friendship
and Acceptance



An art class at St. Norbert College in 2009, taught by 

Fr. James Neilson, O. Praem., first brought Stephanie 

Birmingham to St. Norbert Abbey for a tour of its 

renowned stained glass windows. After graduation, 

she joined the Norbertine Volunteer 

Community alongside Mike Brennan, 

now her good friend and a 

Norbertine priest. Stephanie 

went on to earn a master’s 

degree from Loyola University 

Chicago in pastoral counseling. 

She sees clients at the Norbertine 

Center for Spirituality under the 

clinical supervision of Fr. David 

Komatz, O. Praem., a licensed 

clinical psychologist. “The recent 

renovations to the spirituality 

center speak volumes about the 

Norbertine charism of welcome 

and hospitality.”

Stephanie Birmingham

Norbertine Charisms
A close friendship between Abbot Bernard 

Pennings, O. Praem., and Robert A. Ryan 

began the Norbertines’ relationship with 

Ryan Funeral Home in De Pere in 1926, 

and this mutually compassionate 

relationship remains constant. 

According to Joe Shinkten, director 

emeritus at Ryan Funeral Home, in 

their 93 years of service to the men of 

St. Norbert Abbey, Ryan has helped 

arrange 161 Norbertine funerals, 

including that of his uncle, Fr. Arnie 

Schinkten, O. Praem. Joe, a member 

of the Board of Trustees at St. Norbert 

College, goes to Mass alongside the 

Norbertines at St. Norbert Abbey. 

“We know their hearts and their 

preferences, and they know us. 

It is a comforting relationship 

based on faith and respect.”

Joe Schinkten

A Faithful Relationship
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Annika is a member of the Abbey 

Singers of St. Norbert College, 

established in 2010 as an audition-only 

paid choir under the direction of 

Fr. Michael Frisch, O. Praem. 

A senior with a double major in 

psychology and theology and a 

music minor, she crosses the 

Fox River from the college to the 

abbey every week for rehearsals 

and Sunday Mass alongside her 

12 fellow chorale members. Annika, 

who is not Catholic, feels warmly 

welcome at the abbey by Fr. Frisch 

and his confreres. “He is so kind and 

helps me feel I belong at the abbey,” 

she said. “I have learned firsthand how 

prayer is not meant to be only private, 

but shared.”

Annika Osell

Well before she was professed a Sister of 

St. Francis of the Holy Cross (Bay Settlement) 

in 1956, Sr. Francis Bangert, OSF, remembers 

the “white fathers” of St. Norbert Abbey 

in their identifiable white habits 

assisting at her home parish. 

Over the years, she and her 

Franciscan sisters have turned 

to St. Norbert Abbey and its 

spirituality center for retreats, 

personal prayer days, Taize prayer, 

communal prayer, Masses, and funerals 

of dear Norbertine friends. The supportive 

relationship between St. Norbert Abbey 

and the Bay Settlement community dates 

back nearly a century, including spiritual 

services at the sisters’ motherhouse. 

“Norbertines are at the forefront of 

liturgical renewal, social justice, art, 

music, and spirituality.”

Sr. Francis Bangert, OSF

Refreshing Renewal
Praise 
and Worship
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Norbertine Associates are lay people who have 
committed to a focused and in-depth process of faith 
formation with the guidance and teaching of professed 
Norbertines. Lay Norbertine associations have existed 
around the world since the founding of the order 
in 1121. The Norbertine Associates of St. Norbert 
Abbey were first established in November 1984 by 15 
lay people who desired to live their lives in a way that 
profoundly espoused Norbertine values and charisms. 
Theirs was a commitment to be more spiritually, 
emotionally, intellectually, and physically connected 
to the order. 

As an associate, a person studies scripture prayerfully, 
develops spiritual discipline, identifies with Norbertine 
tradition and spirit, and serves others, especially those  

in need. Associates are obliged to attend monthly 
associate meetings that include liturgy with the 
Norbertine community. Fr. Peter Ambting, 
O. Praem., is the group’s liaison to the Norbertines in 
De Pere. “To be a Norbertine Associate is to espouse 
the five pillars of Norbertine spirituality: community 
prayer, the Eucharist, conversion, devotion to Mary, and 
ministry,” he said. “It has to do with how you live your 
life in the wider community, and the abbey is a resource 
for growing in that spirituality.”

The associate formation process, from first interest to 
solemn promise, can take several years and culminates 
in a lifetime commitment to the community of 
St. Norbert Abbey. Referred to as the “road to 
association,” the process is marked by incremental 

By Gina Sanders Larsen

Norbertine Spirituality at Heart
Norbertine Associates make a commitment to be spiritually, emotionally, intellectually, and physically connected to the order.
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What It Means to be
a Norbertine Associate 

ceremonial advancements and includes learning about 
St. Norbert, St. Augustine, Norbertine prayer, and 
Norbertine life. Today, St. Norbert Abbey has a vibrant 
group of 51 active associates and 10 vivats, those 
associates who can no longer be physically present at 
meetings and community prayer.

Fr. Peter also leads the group in discerning what it 
means to be a Norbertine Associate. “We strive for a 
common understanding of our purpose and continued 
spiritual growth. This is an important and intentional 
process.” Associates traditionally attend a November 
morning of reflection and recommitment at the abbey 
before the Feast of All Saints of the Order, and they 
actively participate in the Solemnity of St. Augustine 
every August. 

Among other activities, associates help maintain the 
abbey pond and do spring and fall clean-up on the property, 
support community charities, and assist individual 
Norbertines as needed. A Norbertine Associates’ convention 
for English-speaking abbeys takes place every third year. 
Nancy Jakups is the lay president of the Norbertine 
Associates of St. Norbert Abbey. “We grow as individuals 
and as a collective team,” she said. “Our association with the 
Norbertines strengthens us to live as better Christians and 
Catholics; we are there for one another.”

Explore more about the life, mind, and spirit of 
St. Norbert Abbey. Learn about the Norbertine 
Associates of St. Norbert Abbey and the
formation process at norbertines.org.

The Norbertine Associate formation process, from first interest to solemn promise, can take
several years and culminates in a lifetime commitment to the community of St. Norbert Abbey.

Norbertine Associates welcome new members in November 2018. The group has 51 active associates and 10 vivats.

Norbertine Spirituality at Heart
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Stories from the Graveyard: 
Celebrating Norbertines 
from the Past
Fr. Peter Renard, O. Praem.
May 21, 6:30-8 p.m.

There are more than 170 gravestones in 
the cemetery at St. Norbert Abbey dating 
back to 1898. This program examines 
the lives of several Norbertine fathers 
and brothers from the past 120 years. 
The program begins inside, and then 
participants walk to the abbey cemetery. 
Please dress for the weather and wear 
comfortable walking shoes.

Stories Around the 
Campfire: A Celebration 
of Summer and Faith
Betty Manion
June 18, 6-8 p.m.

Betty is a master storyteller 
who brings humor and 
inspiration to her programs. 
Listen to her captivating stories 
as you roast marshmallows, 
drink lemonade, and enjoy the 
company of family and friends. 
Please bring your favorite lawn 
chair or blanket. 

Mark Your Calendar
To register, gather additional information, or receive a program guide, visit norbertines.org 
or call the Norbertine Center for Spirituality at (920) 337-4315.

Our faith and families are shaped by stories, both the ones we hear and the ones we tell. 
These narratives call out our closely held beliefs and show the rest of the world how we frame 
our own existence. A series of summer offerings at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality 
affords us the chance to pass on valuable stories to one another—including our grandchildren! 
We’ve intentionally developed them to vary in style and location, so be sure to pick a 
program that intrigues you. 

Caring for Creation: A Retreat 
for Grandparents and Their 
Grandchildren
Sue Perrault, Tony Pichler, 
Mary Sedlacek
July 25, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

A day of Bible stories and hands-on 
activities centered on Laudato Si 
and how we can honor the earth 
and preserve its resources for 
generations to come. The program 
is designed for children in grades 1-6 
and their grandparents; snacks and 
lunch are provided.

     THE NORBERTINE   
    CENTER

for SPIRITUALITY
Stories that Shape Us
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Paula D’Arcy was a young mother and 
wife in 1975 when her husband and daughter 
were killed by a drunk driver and she and 
her unborn child survived. Six months later, 

she gave birth to her second daughter Beth and began 
the long process of healing. Since that time, she has 
authored books, worked as a therapist, and established 
a retreat and speaking ministry. Her foundation, the Red 
Bird Foundation, was established in 2001 to tend to the 
invisible needs of the human heart. She draws throngs 
of people to her retreats all over the country who are 
searching for healing and rejuvenation. It is an honor and 
privilege to once again welcome Paula to the Norbertine 
Center for Spirituality for her retreat, Light Hidden in 
the Darkness, when she will speak of the true journey, 
our inner journey, amidst the upheaval in the world 
today—and our quest for peace in all of it.

It’s not a conga line, it’s a saints’ train! 
The annual Mardi Gras: A Little Taste of New Orleans in 

De Pere Deux was held at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality on the 

evening of March 5. Fr. James Neilson, O. Praem., and Tony Pichler 

spoke about Mardi Gras and entering Lent on the right foot. 

More than 70 enthusiastic attendees also shared Cajun-inspired food 

and refreshment and enjoyed live music by Bent Grass. 

For over 40 years Dick Bennett 
served as one of the most successful 
basketball coaches on both the high 
school and collegiate levels. He is 

nationally recognized for his win-loss record 
when he led UW-Stevens Point to the NAIA Finals, 
UW-Green Bay to their first trip to the NCAA 
tournament, and the Wisconsin Badgers to the 
Final Four. He is also known far and wide for his 
deep faith, authenticity, and character. He attributes 
much of his success to a five-principle system for 
life: passion, humility, unity, servanthood, and 
thankfulness. Attendees will learn how these 
building blocks for living can provide a strong 
foundation for their own faith and life.

Did you know? 
We welcome visitors to design their own serene retreat experiences. In addition to our 

wide array of scheduled retreats, individuals can contact the center staff at (920) 337-4315 

at least one week in advance to plan for meals, lodging, spiritual direction opportunities, 

and community prayer with the Norbertines of St. Norbert Abbey. Fees apply. During your 

time at the abbey, you’ll also enjoy these complimentary amenities:

 -  Prayer Spaces and Cloister Garden  

 -  Hildegard of Bingen Reading Room and Library  

 -  Spacious Grounds with Outdoor Labyrinth, Walking Paths, and Wildlife Pond   

 -  Nearby Fox River Biking and Hiking Trail   

 -  Wi-Fi (or choose to be unplugged)

Light Hidden in the Darkness
A Retreat with Paula D’Arcy
Sept. 27-29, 2019
Cost: $225 (presentations, private room, meals)

Commuters: $150 (presentations, meals)

Registration and $50 non-refundable, non-transferable 

deposit required by September 23

A Strong Foundation: 
Building the Best You in Faith and Life 
A Retreat with Dick Bennett 
June 21-23, 2019
Friday 7 p.m.-Sunday Mass at 10 a.m.  

Cost: $195 (includes presentations, private room, meals)

Commuters: $125 (includes presentations, meals)

Registration and $50 non-refundable, non-transferable 

deposit required by June 17

Maximum 50 overnight guests

     THE NORBERTINE   
    CENTER

for SPIRITUALITY
The saints' train during a Mardi Gras event at the 

Norbertine Center for Spirituality in March.

Retreat participants enjoy the grounds of 
St. Norbert Abbey during their stay.
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in formation

“And Mary pondered all of these things in her heart” (Luke 2:19, 51). In a world of 24-hour news, regular tweets, responsibilities 
of work, family, and relationships, and a barrage of e-mails, how can any one of us have the time, energy, or presence of mind to 
discern the voice of God? How can His voice penetrate the constant noise and our never-completed to-do lists?

I propose that we can find comfort in the timeless words of St. Augustine penned more than 1500 years ago: “You have made 
us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” With these words, Augustine suggests we will hear the 
voice of God not by doing more, but actually by doing less—by listening in the silence and resting in God.

Each of us longs to hear the voice of God when we are discerning our vocation, seeking His consolation, or trying to make 
a difficult decision. Conditioned by the age of Google and instant answers, many of us seek an immediate answer from God. 
However, discerning God’s voice is an ongoing process that requires us to slow down, detach from the demands of every day, 
and simply listen. Our Catholic tradition offers a treasure trove of opportunities to rest with God.

How Can We  Hear Him?

To explore a possible vocation within the Norbertine community 
of St. Norbert Abbey, please contact me, 
Fr. Michael Brennan, O. Praem., St. Norbert Abbey Vocations Director, 
at mbrennan@norbertines.org or 920-403-3012.

Please join us the 4th Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
for a Holy Hour for Vocations in St. Norbert Abbey Church

When Doing Less is More
By Fr. Michael Brennan, O. Praem.
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How Can We  Hear Him?
“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and 
 our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”

At Mass, we join in the heavenly 
liturgy; we step outside of 

place and time and into 
the eternal to give thanks 
and praise. We encounter 
God in the worshipping 
community, the Word 
proclaimed, and in 

the Real Presence of the 
Holy Eucharist.

In Eucharistic Adoration, or time 
with the Blessed Sacrament, 

we enter into the silence of 
God. As the story goes, 
St. John Vianney asked 
a peasant who sat before 
the Blessed Sacrament 
for hours what he was 

doing all that time. 
He replied, “Nothing. I just 

look at Him and He looks at me.”

Lectio Divina, the slow, 
purposeful reading of 
scripture and/or of other 
spiritual writings, invites 
us to contemplate the 
shared wisdom of our 
ancestors in the faith 

who have discerned God’s 
voice across the centuries.

When Doing Less is More

As we pray the rosary, we 
ponder the mysteries of 

the lives of Jesus and 
Mary. Pondering these 
things in our heart 
allows us to discern the 
mystery of God moving 

within the events of our 
day-to-day lives.

(St. Augustine)
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Gran Torino (2008)
A Korean War veteran, retired autoworker, and widower, 

Walt Kowalski is a crusty old man living in the past. As his 
white, Detroit, middle-class neighborhood changes to a 

Hmong, lower-class neighborhood, Walt chooses to stay. The 
neighborhood is terrorized by a local gang, and Walt takes 

his young Hmong neighbor boy, Thao, under his wing to 
teach him how to be a man, to work, and to stand tall. Walt is 
rough around the edges, but even for the roughest characters 
among us, redemption is always offered and always possible.

Deacon Jordan Neeck, O. Praem. 

Coco (2017) 
I appreciated the artistic and imaginative power of this 
movie. Even as an animated movie, it’s great to watch at 
any age! The story focuses on one young boy’s experience 
of the Day of the Dead and his turmoil with his family. 
Along the way, he learns powerful lessons about family 
relationships and his own expectations of family roles. 
Watching this movie also reinforces the importance of 
intercessory prayer and the importance of remembering 
and honoring our beloved dead. 
Fr. Bradley Vanden Branden, O. Praem.

Of Gods and Men (2011)
Based on the lives of eight French Trappist monks who 

live in harmony with their Muslim neighbors in the 
Atlas Mountains of Algeria, the movie is set at their 

abbey, from which they help their neighbors with 
practical and medical aid. Through interreligious dialog, 
they work to bring people of different religions together. 

Despite threats, the community remains until 1996, 
when tragedy strikes.

Fr. Peter Ambting, O. Praem.

The Quiet Man (1952)
Sean Thornton (John Wayne) has returned from the 
United States to Ireland to reclaim his homestead 
and escape his past. In doing so, he runs afoul of 
Will Danaher (Victor McLaglen), who long coveted 
the property. Spitefully, Will objects when his 
fiery sister, Mary Kate (Maureen O'Hara), begins a 
romance with Sean.
Abbot Emeritus 
Jerry Tremel, O. Praem.
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Is Paris Burning? (1966)
In 1940, the French 
Republic, founded on 

“liberté, égalité, fraternité” 
was threatened with the destruction of its core values 
by a demonic, monarchal, egotistical dictator. The French 
film reminds us of the basic qualities of a progressive 
state; that is, a forward-looking and functioning 
democratic republic that defends its founding principles. 
It highlights the importance of citizens’ responsibilities 
to work together to protect a country’s founding values 
from erosion and deterioration.
Fr. Rowland De Peaux, 
O. Praem.

Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow (2004)
This is a special-effects movie of a genre that some call 
retro-future. The scenes are magnificent in capturing a 

world using turbo-charged 1930s mechanical creations. 
It is a fascinating comic strip, come to life, captured 

in motion effects. The plot includes an army of flying 
giant robots as well as a humanoid automaton, fighter 
prop-planes capable of submerging into water, aerial 

landing strips, large rocket ships, and a story line that 
includes a biblical Noah motif. The final scenes are 

energetic, surreal, and all mixed with fun.
Fr. Michael Weber, O. Praem.

How Green Was My Valley (1941) 
This black-and-white movie shows the life of a Welsh 
mining family told through the eyes of their youngest 
child. The family struggles to survive many problems 

of their time while their hometown and culture slowly 
decline. They hope for a better life for their children. 

An Oscar winner!
Abbot Emeritus Jerry Tremel, O. Praem. 

The Sundowners (1960)
In the outback of Australia, 
a roaming sheepherder 
gives up his nomadic life for 
the benefit of his wife and 
son. It’s a fine example of 
agape; that is, a willingness 
to benefit others at the 
cost of one’s own comfort 
or preference. It’s also 
fascinating to watch the 
shearing of sheep!
Abbot Emeritus Tom de Wane, 

O. Praem.

In This House of Brede (1975) 
Based on a novel by Rumer 
Godden, this movie is about a 
widow and successful business 
woman who gives it all up to 
enter a Benedictine convent. 
The movie accurately depicts 
some of the struggles of religious 
life, and the joys as well!
Fr. David Komatz, O. Praem.

The Martian (2015) 
A surprising story shows the lengths to which we 
will go to save someone, and the value we give 
to a human life—all while one man deals with 

loneliness and many 
other challenges. This 
movie will have you 
laughing, crying—and 
even learning a thing or 
two about surviving on 
a deserted planet.
Frater Charles Burris, 
O. Praem.



Celebrating 185 Years of Norbertine Priesthood

Three Distinguished Norbertines Receive Awards
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News, Honors, and Distinctions

communio

60 YEARS
FR. STEPHEN ROSSEY

50 YEARS 
FR. JACK MACCARTHY

50 YEARS 
FR. JEREMY TOBIN

25 YEARS 
FR. ANDREW CRIBBEN

BR. TERRENCE LAUERMAN, 
O. PRAEM., was recently awarded 
the Daily Point of Light Award 
for his outstanding service work 
with Safe Haven Pet Sanctuary 
in Green Bay. Established by the 
late President George H.W. Bush 
during his presidency, the Daily 
Point of Light Award recognizes 
extraordinary volunteers who 
donate their time and talent to 
better their communities.

FR. STEPHEN J. ROSSEY, O. 
PRAEM., was awarded the 2018 
Norbert Medal of Archmere 
Academy of Claymont, Delaware, 
a college-preparatory high school 
and Norbertine apostolate. 
Fr. Rossey, who holds a master’s 
degree in studio fine arts from the 
University of Notre Dame, founded 
Archmere’s visual arts department 
in 1971 and taught there until 

1984. He was instrumental in 
the research and restoration of 
The Patio, the family home at 
the heart of the original 38-acre 
estate that became Archmere 
Academy in 1932. Fr. Rossey 
was honored for his research, 
restoration, and preservation 
expertise, development of the 
school’s visual arts curriculum 
and faculty, and continued artistic 
and aesthetic contributions to 
the school community. 
Fr. Rossey’s research on The 
Patio at Archmere is found on 
the Hagley Museum and Library 
website at digital/hagley.org.

FR. JEREMY TOBIN, O. PRAEM., 
was recently awarded the 2019 
L. W. Sampson Award from the 
Knights of Peter Claver, Father 
Lawrence B. Watts Council #199 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Fr. Tobin 

holds a master’s degree in social 
work and is a member of the 
Priory of St. Moses the Black in 
Raymond, Mississippi. He serves 
as sacramental minister at Christ 
the King Parish in Jackson and 
is a dedicated social justice and 
human rights activist. Fr. Peter 
Claver was a 17th century Spanish 
Jesuit priest, later named a 
saint, who ministered to slaves 
in Colombia, South America, 
and pushed for the abolition 
of slavery. The award is named 
after Louis Wilson Simpson, who 
exemplified dedicated service to 
Christ the King Parish, the second 
black parish founded in Jackson. 
The Knights of Peter Claver are 
contemporary with the Knights 
of Columbus. Father Watts was a 
very dedicated priest at Christ the 
King, and the council is named 
for him.

The Community of St. Norbert Abbey honors the priesthood ordination anniversaries of four Norbertines in 2019. 
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FR. BARTHOLOMEW 
ARTHUR AGAR, 
O. PRAEM., passed 
into God’s eternal 
kingdom on February 
2, 2019. Fr. Bart was 
born May 31, 1932, 

in Philadelphia. He graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy from 
St. Norbert College (SNC) in 1955 and 
earned a master’s degree in music from 
the University of Toronto and Columbia 
University in 1979.

Upon entering St. Norbert Abbey, he was 
vested as a novice on August 28, 1950. 
He professed Simple Vows on August 28, 
1952; Solemn Vows on August 28, 1955; 
and was ordained to the priesthood on 
May 31, 1958. He celebrated 60 years of 
priestly ordination in 2018.

Fr. Bart was a faculty member at 
St. Norbert High School, De Pere, from 
1955 to 1958 and then for 13 years 
at St. John Neumann High School in 
Philadelphia. He was a faculty member 
of the music department at SNC, as well 
as an organist, accompanist, and choir 
director at the college from 1973 until 
1983. He continued as an organist and 
choir director at St. Norbert Abbey until 
June 2000, after which he served as 
organist emeritus and in internal ministry.

FR. JOHN LAWRENCE 
BOSTWICK, O. PRAEM., passed 
into God’s eternal kingdom on 
October 21, 2018. Fr. Bostwick 
was born August 14, 1946, in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 

theology from St. Norbert College (SNC) in 1968 
and earned a master’s degree in counseling from   
St. Mary’s College, Winona, Minnesota, in 1979, and 
a master’s of theology in spirituality from the Jesuit 
School of Theology in Berkeley, California, in 1990.

Upon entering St. Norbert Abbey, he was vested as 
a novice on August 28, 1964. He professed Solemn 
Vows on August 28, 1974, and was ordained to the 
priesthood on September 11, 1976. He celebrated 
40 years of priestly ordination in 2016.

Fr. Bostwick was a member of the faculty at 
Premontre High School, Green Bay; Abbot Pennings 
High School, De Pere; and St. Norbert College. 
He was a counselor at Premontre High School and 
Notre Dame de la Baie Academy in Green Bay. 
In addition, he was house superior at St. Michael 
Priory, Green Bay, and St. Joseph Priory, De Pere; 
master of novices and juniors at St. Norbert 
Abbey; and director of the Norbertine Center for 
Spirituality from January 1999 to January 2003. 
Fr. Bostwick taught religious studies at SNC from 
January 2003 to May 2016. He most recently 
resided at St. Norbert Abbey where he worked in 
internal ministry and was a regular contributor 
to Abbey Magazine.

In Memoriam
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FR. VINCENT JOSEPH DE LEERS, 
O. PRAEM., passed into God’s eternal 
kingdom on February 7, 2019. 
Fr. De Leers was born April 29, 
1918, in Menominee, Michigan. 
He graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry from St. Norbert 
College (SNC) in 1939 and earned 
master’s degrees in biochemistry 

from the University of Wisconsin and in higher education 
from the University of Illinois-Champaign in 1949. 

Upon entering St. Norbert Abbey, he was vested as a 
novice on August 28, 1942. He professed Simple Vows on 
September 27, 1943; Solemn Vows on June 7, 1946; and 
was ordained to the priesthood on June 15, 1946. 

Fr. De Leers was a faculty member at St. Norbert 
High School College and St. Norbert College. He was a 
physical science instructor at St. John Neumann High 
School, Philadelphia, for three years, dean at SNC from 
1957-1967, and served on the executive committee 
for the Wisconsin Association of Catholic Colleges and 
Universities, among other appointments. Fr. De Leers 
was released from vows and priestly obligations in 
1968, at which time he married and had two daughters. 
He was reinstated to the priesthood in 1989.

Fr. De Leers lived at Santa Maria de la Vid Priory in 
Albuquerque from 1989 until his return to St. Norbert 
Abbey where he worked in internal ministry. He was the 
first American Norbertine to celebrate 100 years of age.

ANGELO JOSEPH FELDKAMP, O. PRAEM., passed into God’s eternal kingdom on 
March 12, 2019. Fr. Angelo was born May 3, 1942, in Wrightstown, Wisconsin. 
He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Latin from St. Norbert College in 1965 
and a master’s degree in counseling from the University of Wisconsin in 1975.

Upon entering St. Norbert Abbey, he was vested as a novice on August 28, 1960. 
He professed Simple Vows on August 28, 1962; Solemn Vows on August 28, 1965; 
and was ordained to the priesthood on December 21, 1968.

Fr. Angelo was the director of Camp Tivoli in Cecil, Wisconsin, from 1971-1975. 
He was a faculty member at Abbot Pennings High School in De Pere, from 1968–1990 and at Notre Dame 
de la Baie Academy in Green Bay from 1990–2002.

FR. SALVATORE HENRY 
CUCCIA, O. PRAEM.,  
passed into God’s eternal 
kingdom on November 
17, 2018. Fr. Salvatore 
(Sal) was born September 
1, 1940, in Madison, 
Wisconsin. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree 

in philosophy from St. Norbert College (SNC) 
in 1963 and earned a degree in theology from 
Marquette University in Milwaukee in 1968.

Upon entering St. Norbert Abbey, he was vested 
as a novice on August 28, 1958. He professed 
Simple Vows on August 28, 1960; Solemn Vows 
on August 28, 1963; and was ordained to the 
priesthood on September 1, 1966. He celebrated 
50 years of priestly ordination in 2016.

Father Sal was a faculty member at Archmere 
Academy, Claymont, Delaware, from 1967 
to 1986, where he taught theology. He was 
associate pastor at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Parish in Baltimore from 1991 to 2000, 
associate pastor at St. Norbert College Parish 
in De Pere, from 2000 to 2012, and then 
administrator of the parish until 2015. 
Since 2007, Fr. Sal served as house superior at 
St. Norbert Abbey, chaplain for the Norbertine 
Associates, and co-chaplain of the SNC 
Department of Alumni and Parent Relations.

In Memoriam
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 Have You 
Cat-Napped
Today?

This 10th anniversary issue of Abbey 
Magazine has a connecting thread woven 
throughout its pages. From Abbot Dane’s 
opening invitation to Fr. John Bostwick’s 
reflection on prayer, best kick-started by 
introspection, the messages center on 
the idea of presence: being present in 
one another’s lives, and being present in 
the moment. Even Fr. Michael Brennan’s 
article on discernment highlights 
our Catholic traditions that afford us 
quietude in the presence of the Lord.

That’s part of the reason we at St. Norbert 
Abbey got such a chuckle out of Br. Terry 
Lauerman, O. Praem., and his wildly 
successful (albeit unintended) foray into 
social media last fall. In case you missed 
it, Br. Terry was captured on camera as 
the napping “Cat Grandpa” at Safe Haven 
Pet Sanctuary in Green Bay. Safe Haven’s 

By Fr. Bradley Vanden Branden, O. Praem.

Gina Sanders Larsen contributed to this article.

founder, Elizabeth Feldhausen, posted a 
series of photos to social media of 
Br. Terry in early September. She said their 
relatively new shelter volunteer walked in 
and asked to brush cats, and his frequent 
visits soon became everyday visits. 
The most endearing part was that 
he tends to fall asleep while he is at 
the sanctuary. Something about his 
comfortable vulnerability as a cat napper 
struck a chord with millions of people 
around the globe. Br. Terry went viral, in 
the truest sense of the internet term, and 
the result was tens of thousands of dollars 
and truckloads of donations sent to Safe 
Haven—probably enough to cover the 
shelter’s expenses for an entire year.

Brother Terry is a faith-filled man with 
a 35-year career as Spanish teacher in 
classrooms around the globe. 

After retirement, he finally had time to 
volunteer and was initially trained to 
match felines with adoptive families at 
the Bay Area Human Society in Green Bay. 

“Being with cats brings out the best 
in human nature and the best in cat 
nature,” he said.

Feldhausen said in a September 24, 2018, 
article in Huffington Post, “All the people 
who work here are making jokes …. 

‘If we knew all we had to do was fall asleep, 
the last two years would’ve been a breeze.’” 
Which invites the question, if all we had 
to do was sit still and be present to others, 
and God in our lives, what outrageously 
wonderful things could happen? 
Are you too busy running around at the 
risk of missing a much more important 
calling? The question is, have you 
cat-napped today?

Something to Contemplate
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For a complete list of programs and retreats 
at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality at St. Norbert Abbey, 
please visit norbertines.org 
or call (920) 337- 4315 to receive our latest program guide.
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St. Norbert Abbey
1016 N. Broadway, De Pere, WI 54115

April 25

September 27-29

June 21-23

July 25

APRIL
18-21 – Triduum Retreat (Fr. Michael Brennan, Fr. David Komatz, Fr. James Neilson), Thursday 4 p.m.-Easter Sunday Mass 10 a.m.
24 – Book Discussion: Pilgrimage: My Search for the Real Pope Francis (Tony Pichler), 10-11 a.m.
25 – Confessions of an Editorial Cartoonist (Joe Heller), 6:30-8 p.m.

MAY
1 – Coffee and Conversation with Fr. Steven Vanden Boogard, 10-11 a.m.
2 – Cooking with Cuccia (Sheila DeLuca, Kerry Gross), 6:30-8 p.m.
7 – The Many Faces of Faith Series: Christianity (Fr. Michael Brennan, Pr. Luke Farwell, Pr. Bridget Flad-Daniels), 6:30-8 p.m.
9 – Poetry Potpourri (Kathy Mallon), 6:30-8 p.m.
16 – Best Lecture and Breakfast Series: The Good Things Good Friends Do for Us (Paul Wadell, Ph.D.), 7:45-9 a.m.
21 – Stories from the Graveyard: Celebrating Norbertines from the Past (Fr. Peter Renard), 6:30-8 p.m.
30 – Who is Your Neighbor? Hispanic Culture (Elizabeth Kostichka), 6:30-8 p.m.

JUNE
4 – Talley and Tor Abbeys (Fr. David Komatz), 6:30-8 p.m.
12 – In Praise of Creation: A Mini-Retreat (Br. Terrence Lauerman, Kathie Tilot), 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
18 – Stories Around the Campfire: A Celebration of Summer and Faith (Betty Manion), 6-8 p.m.
20 – Summer Sunset Labyrinth Walk (Kathie Tilot), 6:30-7:30 p.m
21-23 – A Strong Foundation: Building the Best You in Faith and Life Retreat (Dick Bennett), Friday, 7 p.m.-Sunday Mass 10 a.m.

JULY
10 – Many Ways to Pray (Kathie Tilot), 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
25 – Grandparents and Grandchildren Retreat (Sue Perrault, Tony Pichler, Mary Sedlacek), 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.

AUGUST
17 – Golf Retreat (Mark Mogilka, Sr. Marla Clercx, Dcn. Steve Meyer), 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
20 – Norbertine Spirituality (Dcn. Jordan Neeck), 6:30-8 p.m.
22 – Living a Whole-Hearted Life (Kathie Tilot), 6:30-8 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
12 – Best Lecture and Breakfast Series: The Bible's Own Advice Book (Thomas Bolin, Ph.D.), 7:45-9 a.m.
27-29 – Light Hidden in the Darkness Retreat (Paula D’Arcy), Friday, 5 p.m.-Sunday Mass 10 a.m.

May 16


